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The third stage involved the integration of the 
Trapeze hardware elements and the Darrick 
Wood Microsoft Network the integration of 
the Trapeze front-end hardware with Darrick 
Wood’s existing network.

IAS (Internet Authentication Services)  
was set up on a MS Windows Server to 
enable wireless users to authenticate with 
a single login against existing username  
and password credentials residing in 
Active Directory (the school’s database of 
trusted network users) – as per a normal 
‘wired’ login. New wireless groups were 
then created in this database along with 
security policies including pre-defined 
authentication and data encryption 
methods. The final stage was to test all 
coverage areas for a successful wireless 
connection to the network.

Matt Gale continues: “One of the most 
important benefits of the network has  
been the reliability. We are currently 
running 289 laptops in a highly-secure 
environment with ‘additional guest logins’ 
used to provide further integrity.”

The Future
The once hectic start of the academic year 
has been transformed into a 21st century 
learning environment. Teachers can now 
walk into their classrooms without looking 
at a box full of handouts, lesson plans, 
board rubbers and registers. With all of 
this information having been taken and 
recorded online, school management 
has become far easier.

Matt Gale highlights: “The learning 
environment has been transformed, 
with teachers and pupils’ embracing this 
new teaching platform the new technology 
has become synonymous with learning. 
This is largely thanks to LAN2LAN’s 
expertise and guidance.”

THE CHALLENGE
•	 Due to the lack of space for further 

PCs, Darrick Wood School wanted  
to increase the number of wireless 
access points around the campus 
for teachers and pupils to use in 
class via laptops

•	 To implement the most up-to-date 
technology in accordance with ICT 
Government targets to keep policies 
and practices up-to-date

•	 A secure, easy to manage and cost 
effective implementation was required

THE SOLUTION
•	 LAN2LAN implemented the Trapeze 

Networks ‘Smart Mobile’ WLAN 
(wireless local area network) System 
to provide secure wireless network 
connectivity to both students and 
teachers throughout the site

•	 LAN2LAN introduced wireless 
networking capabilities to enable  
the use of ICT around the school

BENEFITS OF LAN2LAN’S 
ICT SOLUTION FOR 
EDUCATION
•	 Teachers have better resources for 

classes, they are able to use a MIS 
(Management Information Systems) 
package to mark attendance straight 
into the system, write reports and 
predict grades

•	 Pupils are more interactive, this 
promotes better learning and means 
the teacher has more time to spend 
with the pupil instead of spending  
15 minutes setting up

•	 Darrick Wood School is in keeping 
with ICT guidelines as set by the 
Government


